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Peace Corps
http://www.peacecorps.gov

Here you can find out about the Peace Corp and what volunteers do as well as apply to join the Peace Corp.

Paul D. Coverdell Worldwise Schools
http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/

This site gives you access to:
Speakers Match to bring in a returned volunteer to speak to students.
Correspondence Match links your classroom with a Peace Corp Volunteer
Lesson Plans provides standards-based activities
Volunteer Stories volunteers share their experiences
Service Learning service project ideas
Video: 
i.e. Cultural Gaffs Beyond Your Borders 
http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/multimedia/videos/culturalgaffes/ 
Podcast audio stories of volunteers
Language Lessons several languages offered, podcast lessons
Publications printable resources
E-books digital books that help you glimpse life across the globe
E-Newsletter current information and lesson suggestions
Peace Corps Challenge Game problem solving game
WebQuests part of the Challenge Game
Water in Africa studies the issues from firsthand reports
Working with Communities a glimpse of some volunteer’s projects
Cuisine from Around the World recipes
Culture Matters learning about culture

Coverdell Worldwise Schools
Peace Corps Headquarters
1111 20th Street NW
Washington, DC 20526
wwsinfo@peacecorps.gov
800.424.8580
Things To Keep In Mind:
· It can be expensive to send letters and packages to 3rd world countries.
· Ask your volunteer before sending packages, as many countries are strict about allowing goods to enter and impose customs duties the volunteers would have to pay out of their own pocket.
· Mail to 3rd world countries can take a very long time to reach your volunteer so don’t expect a speedy reply.
· Some 3rd world countries don’t have a postal service outside of the capitol city, such as Sierra Leone.
· E-mail nowadays is a good way to correspond but also don’t expect a speedy reply as the internet is only available via internet cafes in the larger cities and often breaks down.
· Sending money via wire transfer to you volunteer if you partner with them in a community project is most often the best way to help. For example with our project sending books from the United States is extremely expensive, it is tricky getting the books through customs if you don’t have a reliable intermediary, many of the books here would be culturally inappropriate. It is better for the volunteer to buy books in country that are appropriate for his/her students.
· Where it is fun to try and Skype we have found it impossible to set up this experience. Creating a video sent on DVD is a more reliable way to send information about your class/es.
· Another way to share pictures is through Picasso.
· Another way to share information is through a blog.

Sierra Leone Resources:
Living Deep in West Africa
http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/multimedia/slideshows/srl_hirsch.cfm
 
Salone Stories
http://salonestories.org/

Bunce Island Slave Fort
http://www.a24media.com/index.php/features-blog/2681-bunce-island-slave-fort

Schools for Salone
http://www.schoolsforsalone.org/Index.html

Beverley’s Blog from Summer 2011
http://bevstriptosalone.blogspot.com/
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